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Spring Production: Playhouse Creatures by April de Angelis

What a glorious romp this production was, as we followed the lives of the
“playhouse creatures” — the first women to perform on the London stage.
Famous names like Nell Gwynn made an expected appearance, but so too
did a number of other redoubtable women as they strutted (and danced!)
their hour upon the stage, warming our hearts as we followed their stories.
Amid the plentiful laughs, there were also moments of pathos and shock,
and we cared hugely about the fates of these pioneering actresses. The Earl
of Rochester and Otway provided counterpoint and context, heightening
our understanding of the prejudice and exploitation the women faced
(whilst doing their damndest to take these men for every penny!). The
fabulous cast, directed by our guest director Jacqgs Graham, performed in
the round, metaphorically grabbing us by the collar to become part of their
17" century world. As ever, John and Tim provided wonderfully
atmospheric sound and lighting, and Sue’s costumes were a character in
themselves!

BY APRIL DE ANGELIS
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Committee Meeting: Agenda for April’s meeting. We discussed:

Apologies
Minutes of the last meeting P
Matters arising C o )

Playhouse Creatures - update - 1Ly ®
November production — options irv_‘tf
Charity donations guidance document & =—32N "‘v'”j}
Standard Operating Procedure and list of documents / policies =
AoB

Greasepaint
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If you would like something to be discussed in our next meeting, please email: stalbansplayers2024@gmail.com

Play Reading 11 May, 7.30pm, The Inn on the Green

{;63}’ Following our recent highly entertaining play-reading evening (thanks Adrian!), come and join us for
another play-reading at our usual venue! We will be reading A Doll’s House, by Henrik Ibsen.

Play Reading 25" May, 7.30pm, The Inn on the Green

And here’s another! This time the play is Bedroom Farce by Alan Ayckbourn.

As usual, we will be in the upstairs room of the pub for both plays. Looking forward to seeing lots of you there!

Membership fees update

May is subs month, and you will shortly be receiving an email from membermojo inviting you to pay your SAP subscription for
2026/27. This year, the fee will be increasing to £40 for members and £17.50 for Friends.

AGM and Charity

The AGM will take place on 14™ July. As usual, we will decide on a charity to support for 26/27. Please let us have the name of
and a few details about the charity that you would like SAP to support. stalbansplayers2024@gmail.com

Member Event 6pm, 17" June, Bitton Railway Station

As previously mentioned, the redoubtable and generous Phil Lovell is
offering the Players a lovely summer evening event. He has
commandeered two brake vans for our exclusive use, hauled by a 1940s
vintage diesel (built for the D Day landings). The brake vans are fully
covered but have an open veranda for good views of the country side.
Bring a picnic! For tickets, log in to membermojo and click on “store
purchase”. As numbers are limited, members and Friends are welcome to
buy one ticket each;, extra tickets can be purchased from 1° June, after
members/Friends have had chance to purchase first.

St Alban’s Players Website

A reminder that David has been working away on the website, and while it is still a work in progress, it’s looking
rather good, with lots of photos of previous productions! Do pop over and have a look:
https://www.stalbansplayers.co.uk/
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A play in a day does what it says on the tin; the director and actors spend a day rehearsing a short play (lighting and sound
effects strictly optional!), which is then performed in the evening, script in hand, to members, friends and anyone else who
fancies seeing what we manage to achieve in a day! You may remember the — ahem — craziness that was A Box of Frogs a
couple of years ago...it was great fun to prepare and pull off the whole thing in a day. This event is an opportunity to engage
with and enjoy a play without the high stakes of our formal productions.

Back for 2026! A Play in a Day — 1° August

We need a director who would like to direct a short play or devised piece. No experience necessary, and you will be
supported by the committee and club, so do get in touch with your ideas and offers! stalbansplayers2024@gmail.com

St Alban’s Players: The Friends Scheme

Would your family, friends and acquaintances like to join the Friends Scheme? Benefits of the scheme are
discounted tickets, invitations to social events, monthly edition of Greasepaint, and the knowledge that, as a
Friend, you are supporting SAP in its dramatic endeavours! Membership of the scheme is £15/annum. Please
email: stalbansplayers2024@gmail.com if someone you know would like to join the scheme.

News from other clubs

We are supporting fellow local drama groups by advertising their upcoming shows in Greasepaint, so here are a
few that might take your fancy. Let us know: of any others we can share:

1°-3" May BMT: Jack (starring our very own = . The Redgrave Theatre, https://redgravetheatre.com/show
Kate Craig!) BS8 3LE s/jack

13"~ 16™ Sodbury Players: Cluedo Chipping Sodbury Town  https://www.sodburyplayers.org.u
May Hall BS37 6AD k/tickets

19'"-23" CADS: Rhinoceros (starring our Alma Tavern and https://www.tickettailor.com/even
May very own Richard Farrer!) Theatre, BS8 2HY ts/almatheatrecompany/2141149

Dates for Your Diary

11*" May, 7.30pm: Play-reading at The Inn on the Green

25" May, 7.30pm: Play-reading at The Inn on the Green : )

17" June, 6pm: Bitton railway station train ride and picnic =

> _/' ‘
14th July, 7.30pm: AGM \ ; /

1* August: A Play in a Day

26" 27" 28" November: Autumn Production
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